Informace k predéasnému uzavreni vystavy Svédectvi prostoru
v Galerii Jaroslava Fragnera

S politovanim informujeme, Ze aktualni vystavu Svédectvi prostoru. Role architektury
vochrané lidskych a environmentalnich prav, ktera méla trvat do 2. inora 2025,
musime piedcasné uzavfit. Po dohodé s autorskymi tymy prezentovanych projektii —
Forensic Architecture & Forensis, Alison Killing a Beirut Urban Lab - jsme se rozhodli
nepristoupit na pozadavky rektora CVUT. Tyto snahy o zasah do obsahu vyzkumného
projektu a politizaci akademického vyzkumu vnimame jako formu cenzury a ohrozeni
akademickych svobod. Vystavuijici se proto kolektivné shodli na odstoupeni od
spoluprace s CVUT.

V diisledku toho nové ustanovena galerijni rada rozhodla o uzavieni vystavy. Tomuto
kroku predchazela nékolikatydenni komunikace s rektorem CVUT, béhem niz jsme

se snazili odborné a vecné objasnit zamér a vyznam vystavy i kvalitu prezentovanych
projekti. Vystava Svédectvi prostoru predstavuje zasadni potencial architektury

a prostorové analyzy pro zkoumani paléivych spole¢enskych a environmentalnich
problému. Prostorova analyza a kritické mapovani jsou zavedené akademické discipliny.
Vystavené projekty a jejich autorské tymy se vyznacuji vysokou odbornou trovni, o ¢emz
svédcéi i jejich mezinarodni plisobeni a uznani (prezentace napft. na Biennale di Venezia,
v Architekturmuseum TUM, Muzeu soucasného uméni ve Skopje, Kunstsammlungen
Chemnitz). Dva projekty vznikly v ramci akademického vyzkumu na prestiznich
univerzitach: Goldsmiths na Londynské univerzité a Americka univerzita v Bejrutu. Treti
projekt, investigativni zurnalistika ocenéna Pulitzerovou cenou, si ziskal celosvétovou
pozornost diky své rigordznosti a dopadu.

Domnivame se, Ze tato situace prameni z principialniho nepochopeni role akademické
pudy. Dva prezentované projekty jsou vysledkem exaktniho akademického vyzkumu
provadéného na nezavislych univerzitach. Nemély by byt mylné zaménovany za
reprezentaci postoju statili nebo statnich Cinitell. Tymy Forensic Architecture
(Goldsmiths na Londynské univerzité) a Beirut Urban Lab (Americka univerzita v Bejritu)
casto prave kriticky zkoumaji verejné politiky a vySetruji statni a korporatni nasili. Navrh
na doplnéni vystavy o ,,materialy poskytujici perspektivy [statti]“ podkopava integritu
akademického vyzkumu a vnasi politické postoje do nezavislého védeckého zkoumani.

Jsme si védomy hlubokych lidskych ztrat spojenych s konflikty po celém svété a jsme
solidarni se véemi obétmi nasili a nespravedinosti - tento zavazek byl jednim z kli¢ovych
diivodu pro realizace vystavy. Kategoricky odsuzujeme vSechny formy nenavisti, agrese,
diskriminace, antisemitismu, islamofobie a nasili. Prezentované projekty a jejich
autorské tymy pIné respektuji pravni a institucionalni zasady, nevykazuji Zadné prvky
antisemitismu, podnécovani k nasili ani podpory terorismu. Tato obvinéni povazujeme za
nepodloZena a zasadné je odmitame.



Vystava Svédectvi prostoru a doprovodné prednasky ziskaly pozitivni ohlasy od
navstévnictva galerie, jak z Fad Siroké vefejnosti, tak i odbornikii*ic na dana témata.
Ziskala také znaénou pozornost médii a kladné recenze:

-recenze v Art & Antiques 12/2024

-recenze ve FORUM Uméni pro mésto

-recenze v A2 01/2025

- rozhovor s jednou z kuratorek a Ondiejem Mohylou v pofadu Véda Plus na CRo
- rozhovor s jednou z kuratorek v Artcafé na CRo Vitava

- reportaz v podcastu Kunsthistoricky

- rozhovor s Jasperem Humpertem z Forensis v A2 01/2025

- rozhovor s Ondiejem Mohylou z FavU VUT v A2 01/2025

-rozhovor s Ahmadem Gharbiehem z Beirut Urban Lab na Alarmu

Projekty jsou dostupné na webovych strankach autorskych tymt (nebo v jinych galeriich):
- Forensic Architecture & Forensis: Némecka kolonialni genocida v Namibii: Masakr

v Hornkranzu + dalSi faze dlouhodobého projektu zkoumajiciho némeckou kolonialni
genocidu v Namibii + zaznam prednasky Agaty Nguyen Chuong v GJF

- Alison Killing, Megha Rajagopalan, Christo Buschek: VySetiovani sité detencnich tabort

v Sin-fiangu + zaznam pirednasky Alison Killing a Meghy Rajagopalan v GJF; vystaveno

v Architekturmuseum TUM v Mnichové (kuratorovali Andres Lepik, Lisa Luksch)

- Beirut Urban Lab: Count(er)ing - Urbicida v Gaze, Nasili na Zapadnim bfehu, Vojenska
eskalace v Libanonu + zaznam prednasky Ahmada Gharbieho v Praze [nyni nedostupné];
vystaveno v Muzeu sou¢asného umeéni ve Skopje (kuratorovali Tihomir Topuzovski

a Matthew Fuller)

Dékujeme vyzkumnym tymiim a naS§emu navstévnictvu za podporu a pochopeni vtomto
naroéném obdobi. Tym galerie Eelil del$i dobu natlaku ze strany rektora CVUT. Ziistavame
vérni principtim akademické svobody a uméleckého vyjadieni a nadale budeme usilovat
o vytvareni platformy pro kritickou a smyslupinou diskusi.


https://www.artantiques.cz/co-ma-architektura-spolocne-s-ludskymi-pravami
https://forum.umenipromesto.eu/expozice/schopnost-architektury-trasovat-bezpravi
http://recenze v A2 01/2025
http://rozhovor s jednou z kurátorek a Ondřejem Mohylou v pořadu Věda Plus na ČRo
https://www.mujrozhlas.cz/artcafe/svedectvi-vsimavost-ve-spolecnem-prostoru
https://ceskepodcasty.cz/epizoda/554503
https://www.advojka.cz/archiv/2025/1/dejiny-utrpenia
https://www.advojka.cz/archiv/2025/1/vynaset-veci-na-svetlo
https://denikalarm.cz/2025/01/mapy-nejsou-politicky-neutralni-rika-ahmad-gharbieh-ktery-se-zabyva-konflikty-na-blizkem-vychode/
https://forensic-architecture.org/investigation/german-colonial-genocide-in-namibia-the-hornkranz-massacre
https://forensic-architecture.org/investigation/german-colonial-genocide-in-namibia-the-hornkranz-massacre
https://forensic-architecture.org/location/namibia
https://forensic-architecture.org/location/namibia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VkfAy1gGZf4&list=PLg1JrzmVPKbKAarmQgVZYLGjtiEW1TxdP&index=5
https://www.killingarchitects.com/venice-biennale-exhibition
https://www.killingarchitects.com/venice-biennale-exhibition
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OhdjLnFk0o&list=PLg1JrzmVPKbKAarmQgVZYLGjtiEW1TxdP&index=3
https://www.architekturmuseum.de/en/exhibitions/visual-investigations/
https://beiruturbanlab.com/en/Details/1977/tracking-the-urbicide-in-gaza
https://beiruturbanlab.com/en/Details/1971/westbankviolence
https://beiruturbanlab.com/en/Details/1958/escalation-along-lebanon%E2%80%99s-southern-border-since-october-7
https://beiruturbanlab.com/en/Details/1958/escalation-along-lebanon%E2%80%99s-southern-border-since-october-7
https://msu.mk/exhibition/war-on-the-senses-war-of-the-senses/
https://msu.mk/exhibition/war-on-the-senses-war-of-the-senses/

Information on the Early Closure of the Exhibition Space as Evidence
at the Jaroslav Fragner Gallery

We regret to inform you that the current exhibition, Space as Evidence. Architecture as
aTool for Defending Human and Environmental Rights planned to run until 2 February
2025, has to be prematurely closed. In agreement with the authors of the presented
projects - Forensic Architecture & Forensis, Alison Killing and Beirut Urban Lab - we
have decided not to comply with the CTU Rector’s demands. We view these attempts to
interfere with the content of the research project and the politicization of academic
research as a form of censorship and infringement on academic freedom. The
exhibitors, therefore collectively agreed to withdraw from cooperation with the CTU.

As aresult, the newly appointed gallery board decided to close the exhibition. This
closure follows weeks of communication with the CTU Rector, during which the gallery
team endeavoured to professionally and factually explain the purpose and significance
of the exhibition and the projects it presented. The exhibition Space as Evidence
highlights the profound potential of architecture and spatial analysis in addressing
pressing social and environmental issues. Spatial analysis and critical mapping are
established academic disciplines. We stand by the quality and integrity of the works
displayed and their authors, also evidenced by their international exposure and
recognition (Biennale di Venezia, Architekturmuseum TUM, Museum of Contemporary
Art in Skopje, Kunstsammlungen Chemnitz, among others). Two projects were developed
through academic research at leading universities: Goldsmiths, University of London
and the American University of Beirut. The third project, a Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalistic investigation, has been globally acclaimed for its rigour and impact.

We believe that this situation stems from a fundamental misunderstanding of the

role of academia. Two projects featured in the exhibition are the result of rigorous
academic research conducted at independent universities. They should not be mistaken
for representing the positions of states or state officials. Both Forensic Architecture
(Goldsmiths) and Beirut Urban Lab (American University of Beirut) critically examine
public policies and investigate state and corporate violence. The suggestion to
supplement the exhibition with “materials providing [states]’ perspectives” undermines
the integrity of academic research and imposes a political viewpoint on what was
intended to be an independent scholarly inquiry.

Acknowledging the profound human cost of conflicts worldwide, we stand in solidarity
with all victims of violence and injustice - this commitment was a core motivation for
curating the exhibition. We categorically condemn all forms of hatred, aggression,
discrimination, antisemitism, Islamophobia, and violence. The presented projects and
their authors adhere strictly to legal and institutional principles, with no elements of
antisemitism, incitement to violence, or support for terrorism. We strongly reject these
unfounded allegations.



The exhibition Space as Evidence and its accompanying talks have been well received
by gallery visitors, including both the general public and researchers in the field. It has
garnered significant media attention and received positive reviews (in Czech):

- review in Art & Antiques 12/2024

-review in FORUM Uméni pro mésto

- review in A2 01/2025

- interview with one of the curators and Ondiej Mohyla on CRo Véda Plus

- interview with one of the curators on CRo Artcafé

- report on Kunsthistoricky podcast

- interview with Jasper Humpert from Forensis in A2 01/2025

- interview with Ondfej Mohyla from FaVU VUT in A2 01/2025

- interview with Ahmad Gharbieh from Beirut Urban Lab in Alarmu

You can see the projects at the authors’ website (or other venues):

- Forensic Architecture & Forensis: German Colonial Genocide in Namibia: The
Hornkranz Massacre + see also other phases of the ongoing project investigating the
German colonial genocide in Namibia + Agata Nguyen Chuong’s talk at the opening in

Prague
- Alison Killing, Megha Rajagopalan, Christo Buschek: Investigating Xinjiang’s Network of

Detention Camps * Alison Killing and Megha Rajagopalan’s talk at the opening in Prague;
on view at Architekturmuseum TUM in Munich (curated by Andres Lepik and Lisa Luksch)
- Beirut Urban Lab: Count(er)ing - Urbicide in Gaza, Violence in the West Bank, Military
Escalation on Lebanon + Ahmad Gharbieh’s talk at the opening in Prague [not available at
this moment]; on view at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Skopje (curated by Tihomir
Topuzovski and Matthew Fuller)

We thank the research teams and our audience for their support and understanding
during this challenging time. The gallery team has faced ongoing pressure from the
CTU’s Rector for an extended period. We remain committed to the principles of academic
freedom and artistic expression and providing platforms for critical and meaningful
discourse.
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